
Agenda
Regular Meeting of the City
Commission
C i t y  of  K a l a m a z o o

Monday, November 9, 2015                 7:00 PM
City Commission Chambers, 241 W. South Street 

A. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

B. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Approval of the minutes from the City Commission meetings on October 19, 2015.
 (Action: Motion to approve)

C. REPORT OF THE BOARD OF CANVASSERS

Report from the Board of Canvassers for the Municipal Election held on Tuesday,
November 3, 2015.

D. ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE

 
SWEARING IN OF THE 51st CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF KALAMAZOO

 

E. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL

F. OPENING CEREMONY

1. Invocation:

a. Reverend Nathan Dannison, First Congregational Church

2. Pledge of Allegiance

3. Introduction of Guests

4. Proclamations

a. Honoring Eric Cunningham for Dedicated Service to the City of
Kalamazoo

b. Honoring Robert H. Cinabro for Dedicated Service to the City of
Kalamazoo

c. Honoring Barbara Hamilton Miller for Dedicated Service to the City
of Kalamazoo

5. Congratulatory Remarks

G. ADOPTION OF FORMAL AGENDA

H. COMMUNICATIONS

I. PUBLIC HEARINGS

J. CONSENT AGENDA



K. REGULAR AGENDA

L. REPORTS AND LEGISLATION

M. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

N. POLICY ITEMS

O. NEW BUSINESS

P. CITIZEN COMMENTS

Q. MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS AND CONCERNS BY COMMISSIONERS

R. CLOSED SESSION

S. ADJOURNMENT

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
 

Get news, information, and alerts from the City of Kalamazoo. Sign up at
www.kalamazoocity.org/connect, follow @KalamazooCity on Twitter, and search for The
City of Kalamazoo on Facebook.
 
Questions regarding agenda items may be answered prior to the meeting by contacting
the City Manager's Office at 269.337.8047.
 
Persons with disabilities who need accommodations to effectively participate in City
Commission meetings should contact the City Clerk's Office at 337-8792 a week in
advance to request mobility, visual, hearing or other assistance.
 
Agendas for the regular meetings of the Kalamazoo City Commission are available on the
Internet at: www.kalamazoocity.org
 
The Kalamazoo City Commission meetings are held on the first and third Mondays at 7:00
p.m. and are shown live on the Public Media Network (channel 190 for Charter customers,
channel 99 for U-Verse customers). The meetings are rebroadcast on Tuesdays at 8:00
a.m., Wednesdays, at 1:00 a.m., and Thursdays at 3:00 p.m.

http://www.kalamazoocity.org/connect
http://www.kalamazoocity.org


Commission
Agenda Report
C i t y  of  K a l a m a z o o

TO: Mayor Hopewell, Vice Mayor Anderson, and City Commissioners

FROM: Scott A. Borling, City Clerk

DATE: 10/23/2015

SUBJECT: Approval of City Commission Minutes

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended the City Commission approve the minutes from its meetings on Monday, October 19, 2015.

ATTACHMENTS:
Type Description
Minutes October 19, 2015 City Commission Neighborhood Meeting Minutes
Minutes October 19, 2015 City Commission Business Meeting Minutes
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A neighborhood meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 19, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Room at City 
Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Bobby J. Hopewell 
Vice Mayor David Anderson 
Bob Cinabro 
Don Cooney 
Eric Cunningham 
Barbara Miller 
Jack Urban 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None  

 
Also present were Deputy City Manager Patsy Moore and City Clerk Scott 
Borling. 
 
An opportunity was given for miscellaneous communications, but no 
communications were offered. 
 
Representatives from the following neighborhood associations and 
community groups were present and addressed the City Commission: 
 
Downtown Citizen Advisory Council 
Tom Shuster, Chair 
 
Northside Association for Community Development 
Mattie Jordan-Woods, Executive Director 
Meshell Dandridge, Neighborhood Resident 
 
West Main Hill Neighborhood Association 
Louise Wright, President 
 
The Downtown Citizen Advisory Council representative: 
 
- described the membership and purpose of the Downtown 

Development Area Citizens’ Council (DDACC). 
 

- reviewed the results of a recent survey of DDACC members.  A 
copy of the survey results was filed with the papers for this 
meeting. 

 
- highlighted projects the DDACC was involved with – community 

garden; late night event noise; downtown bike trails; Bates Alley 
Project; Dog Parks/Greenspace; KRVT Downtown Connector; 
Michigan Avenue 2-way conversion, Arcadia Commons West. 

 
- asked Commissioners the following questions:  What development 

will be a catalyst for change in next 5 years?; and What else can 
the DDACC do to work with the City?; What more do you want to 
know about the DDACC? 

 
Commissioner Urban stated the Arcadia Commons West project would be 
an important development. 
 

Roll Call 

Neighborhood 
Communications 

Miscellaneous 
Communications 

Downtown Citizen 
Advisory Council 
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Vice Mayor Anderson stated change in the downtown had happened 
because of residential development, and this would continue to be the 
driver of growth in the future.  Vice Mayor Anderson requested the survey 
results be sent to Commissioners. 
 
Commissioner Cinabro remarked that the downtown was all retail when 
he was growing and stated a metamorphosis had taken place over the 
past 20 years. 
 
Mayor Hopewell noted the City and the City Commission were very 
connected with technology, and he urged the members of the DDACC 
and downtown stakeholders to connect with City through technology. 
 
The Northside Association for Community Development representatives: 
 
- described a “Show Me the Money” event planned for January 9th 

to address personal finance issues. 
 
- reported NACD was providing affordable housing for seven people 

and described how this had been helpful to those residents. 
 
- stated the Association was working with City staff on a walkability 

study. 
 
- indicated the Association had worked with the Building Blocks 

program over the summer and reported 15 residents and 3 rental 
units had been helped through this program. 
 

- reported the X-train problem had not gone away but had improved 
some. 

 
- indicated gentrification had begun to take place and stated NACD 

was working to try to help residents stay in their homes. 
 
- Ms. Dandridge asked the City to do something about the large 

potholes and poor condition of the sidewalks in front of her home 
at 1402 N. Rose Street. 

 
In response to a question from Commissioner Urban, Ms. Dandridge and 
Ms. Jordan-Woods stated cars cut through the Rose/Clay Street area to a 
avoid traffic lights on other streets, and they noted there had been an 
increase in criminal activity in that area recently. 
 
Commissioner Cunningham noted residents frequently identified potholes 
as a significant issue for the Neighborhood. 
 
Commissioner Urban urged citizens to talk with staff first before bringing 
their issues to the City Commission.  Commissioner Urban expressed 
hope that the City would develop mechanism to recognize residents who 
were doing good work in the City. 
 
The West Main Hill Neighborhood Association representative: 
 
- thanked the Parks and Recreation Department for removing dead 

trees in Jones Park. 

Northside Association 
for Community 
Development 
Neighborhood 

West Main Hill 
Neighborhood 
Association 

Downtown Citizen 
Advisory Council 
(cont’d) 
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- stated the Association was working with the Parks and Recreation 
Department to develop a community garden in Henderson Park. 
 

- expressed concern about cut-through traffic between Stadium 
Drive and West Main Street. 

 
- reported a traffic study had been performed approximately two 

weeks prior and expressed hope that the study would lead to 
additional traffic control/traffic calming measures. 

 
- discussed the work being done on the stadium lighting ordinance 

and expressed confidence that a good compromise could be 
reached. 

 
- stated there had been problems with a group of teens vandalizing 

homes near the neighborhood tot lot. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Urban, Ms. Wright stated 
the Neighborhood boundaries were from Kalamazoo College on the east 
to a few blocks past Dartmouth on the west, and between West Main 
Street and West Michigan Avenue on the north and south. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Cooney, Ms. Wright 
explained motorists were using a route that followed Lovell Avenue, 
Monroe Street, Academy Street, and Berkley Street to cut through the 
Neighborhood. 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for citizen comments. 
 

Lauren Rosenthal, non-resident and Program Assistant with the 
Young Adult Diversion Court (YADC), introduced Alora and 
Jacinda, who described their experiences in the YADC and 
presented ideas to the Commission for helping young people in 
the community.  Ms. Rosenthal distributed a document describing 
the YADC, a copy of which was filed with the papers for this 
meeting. 
 
Jody Dozeman, non-resident, spoke about problems she was 
having.  A written communication form Ms. Dozeman was filed 
with the papers for this meeting.   

 
Finally, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments by City 
Commissioners, but no comments were offered. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:48 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
 

Citizen Comments 

Adjournment 

Commissioner 
Comments 

West Main Hill 
Neighborhood 
Association (cont’d) 
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For City Commission approval on November 9, 2015 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Bobby J. Hopewell, Mayor 
  Dated:  November 9, 2015 
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A business meeting of the Kalamazoo City Commission was held on 
Monday, October 19, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the City Commission 
Chambers at City Hall, 241 W. South Street. 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Bobby Hopewell 
Vice Mayor David Anderson 
Robert Cinabro 
Don Cooney 
Eric Cunningham 
Barbara Miller 
Jack Urban 

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: None 

 
Also present were City Manager Jim Ritsema, City Attorney Clyde 
Robinson, and City Clerk Scott Borling. 
 
The invocation, given by Pastor Dave Barringer, Kalamazoo First 
Assembly of God, was followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Karen Carlisle of Youth Opportunities Unlimited distributed and reviewed 
the Summer Youth Employment Program 2015 Annual Report.  A copy of 
this report was filed with the papers for this meeting.  Ms. Carlisle and 
Mayor Hopewell presented awards to the following young people and 
businesses involved in the Summer Youth Employment Program: 
 
Employers 
Borges Health Center 
Bronson Athletic Club 
Consumers Energy 
Kalamazoo Department of Public Safety 
National Association of Black Law Enforcement Executives 
Pratt Bar Association 
Kalamazoo Valley Groves Center 
Life EMS 
Kalamazoo Plumbers and Pipefitters 
Radisson Plaza Hotel 
Stryker Corporation 
Zeigler of Kalamazoo 
 
Youth Participants 
Ontario Calvin 
Warren Dandridge, Jr. 
Leann Dunning 
JaQuan Foster 
Da Myir Hollin 
Ashly Maxwell 
Keaira Rivera 
 
By unanimous consent the City Commission adopted its meeting agenda 
with the following change: 
 
A citizen requested that Item F-1, a contract extension for grass mowing, 
be moved to the Regular Agenda. 

Roll Call 

Invocation/Pledge 

Adoption of the 
Agenda 

Introduction of Guests:  
Report on the 2015 
Summer Youth 
Employment Program 
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City Manager Ritsema announced the City’s United Way campaign would 
run from October 19th through October 30th.  City Manager Ritsema noted 
Kalamazoo was competing with the City of Battle Creek to see which 
organization could get the highest participation rate. 
 
Consent Agenda items were presented as follows with a recommendation 
to approve the items and authorize for the City Manager to sign on behalf 
of the City: 
 
- approval of a one-year extension of a term contract for the 

purchase of natural gas for various City departments in an amount 
not to exceed $500,000. 
 

- adoption of a RESOLUTION approving three new Neighborhood 
Enterprise Zone Certificate Applications for 1006 S. Park Street, 
818 S. Park Street, and 407 Locust Street. 

 
- approval and acceptance of an easement from Kalamazoo Valley 

Community College for sanitary sewer installed as part of the 
Healthy Living Campus. 

 
- approval of the minutes from the City Commission meetings on 

September 14, September 21, and October 5, 2015. 
 
- approval of a request to hold until November 16, 2015 

consideration of the sale of 1217 John Street to Alfredo and Linda 
Zuniga for $120.00. 

 
Commissioner Cinabro, seconded by Commissioner Urban, moved to 
approve the consent agenda requests and authorize the City Manager to 
sign all documents on behalf of the City. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cinabro, Cooney, Cunningham, Miller, 

Urban, Vice Mayor Anderson, Mayor Hopewell 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
When an opportunity was given for citizens to comment on a contract 
extension with Stap Brothers Lawn and Landscape Service for mowing 
grass at City parks, green spaces and municipal buildings in the amount 
of $120,987, the following people addressed the City Commission: 
 

Kris Mbah, City resident, questioned why the City was not using a 
local business to provide grass mowing services.  Mr. Mbah asked 
for an explanation of the evaluation metrics used to award 
contracts, and he asked what the City did to reach out to local 
vendors. 

 
Commissioner Miller, seconded by Commissioner Cunningham, moved to 
approve a contract extension with Stap Brothers Lawn and Landscape 
Service for mowing grass at City parks, green spaces and municipal 
buildings in the amount of $120,987. 

Consent Agenda 

Communications 

Resolution 15-41 

Contract Extension 
for Mowing Grass 
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Prior to a vote on the motion, and in response to a question from Vice 
Mayor Anderson, City Attorney Robinson described the City’s Local 
Preference Purchasing Policy and noted the policy did not automatically 
award a contract to a qualifying local bidder but allowed the local bidder 
to match the lowest, responsive, responsible bid. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Urban, City Attorney 
Robinson stated the awarding of a contract extension meant the original 
contract allowed for extension periods, which essentially renewed the 
contract for another term. 
 
Commissioner Urban expressed an interest in having staff prepare a 
report on the City’s recruitment of local businesses. 
 
City Attorney Robinson explained what the phrase “responsible, 
responsive bidder” meant and indicated there were requirements for 
bonds and insurance coverage that small companies might not be able to 
meet. 
 
By consensus the Commission requested that the City Manager prepare 
and present a report to the Commission on the City’s recruitment of local 
businesses. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cinabro, Cooney, Cunningham, Miller, 

Urban, Vice Mayor Anderson, Mayor Hopewell 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
When an opportunity was given for citizens to comment on a 
Comprehensive Transfer Agreement between the City of Kalamazoo, 
Central County Transportation Authority (CCTA), Kalamazoo Transit 
Authority Board (TAB), and Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority 
(KCTA), the following people addressed the City Commission: 
 

Linda Teeter, City resident and Chair of the KCTA and CCTA, 
remarked on the importance and historic nature of this vote.  Ms. 
Teeter reported the KCTA, CCTA, and TAB had all voted 
unanimously to approve the agreement at 11:45 a.m. that 
morning. 
 
Garrylee McCormick, City resident, urged the City Commission to 
approve the Transfer Agreement. 

 
Vice Mayor Anderson, seconded by Commissioner Cinabro, moved to 
approve a Comprehensive Transfer Agreement between the City of 
Kalamazoo, Central County Transportation Authority, Kalamazoo Transit 
Authority Board, and Kalamazoo County Transportation Authority. 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Vice Mayor Anderson noted this was a 
historic moment.  Vice Mayor Anderson stated there was a lot of work to 
be done over the next year, but there was momentum building to get it 
done. 

Contract Extension 
for Mowing Grass 
(cont’d) 

Approval of a 
Comprehensive 
Transfer Agreement 
Between the City, the 
KCTA, the CCTA, and 
the KTAB 
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Commissioner Cinabro commended Ms. Teeter for hard work and stated 
this was a moment to celebrate. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cinabro, Cooney, Cunningham, Miller, 

Urban, Vice Mayor Anderson, Mayor Hopewell 
 
NAYS:  None  
 
City Manager Ritsema provided the following reports and updates: 
 

- Departmental Reports and Project Updates 
- Inside the City Newsletter, October 2015 Edition 
- September 2015 Purchases 

 
Community Planning and Development Director Laura Lam delivered a 
PowerPoint presentation entitled Imagine Kalamazoo 2025. A copy of the 
presentation was filed with the papers for this meeting. 
 
In response to a question from Commissioner Urban, Director Lam stated 
citizens could participate in the process by contacting the Community 
Planning and Development Department or by engaging with the soon-to-
be-launched website. 
 
City Manager Ritsema thanked Director Lam and her staff for their efforts 
on community engagement. 
 
When given an opportunity to comment on a RESOLUTION supporting 
the Local Housing Assistance Fund Millage Request that would be 
submitted to voters on November 3, 2015, the following people addressed 
the City Commission: 
 

Frank Warren, City resident, expressed concern about the effect 
of the tax on senior citizens and stated the new funds would have 
a negligible effect. 

 
Commissioner Urban, seconded by Commissioner Cooney, moved to 
adopt a RESOLUTION supporting the Local Housing Assistance Fund 
Millage Request that would be submitted to voters on November 3, 2015. 
 
Prior to a vote on the motion, Commissioner Cooney noted there were 
over 1,000 children in the Kalamazoo Public School District who were 
homeless.  Commissioner Cooney thanked Vice Mayor Anderson for his 
work on this issue. 
 
Commissioner Urban noted the tax would be a countywide millage that 
would serve children and families in all school districts. 
 
Commissioner Miller thanked Vice Mayor Anderson for his work on this 
issue and expressed support for the resolution.  Commissioner Miller also 
expressed concern about another tax being levied on City residents. 
 

City Manager’s Report 

Approval of a 
Comprehensive 
Transfer Agreement 
Between the City, the 
KCTA, the CCTA, and 
the KTAB (cont’d) 

Resolution 15-42 
Supporting the Local 
Housing Assistance 
Fund Millage Request 
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Commissioner Cinabro stated there was a huge need, and this tax would 
help the most vulnerable people in the community. 
 
With a roll call vote this motion passed unanimously. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Cinabro, Cooney, Cunningham, Miller, 

Urban, Mayor Hopewell 
 
NAYS:  None 
 
ABSTAIN: Vice Mayor Anderson 
 
Next, an opportunity was given for general citizen comments.  
 

Mark Muhich, non-resident, spoke about the dangers of the 
Palisades Nuclear Power Plant and asked the City Commission to 
adopt a resolution urging the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s 
Atomic Safety Board to physically test the reactor pressure vessel.  
Information submitted by Mr. Muhich was filed with the papers for 
this meeting. 
 
Tracy Hall, City resident, thanked Commissioners Cinabro and 
Miller for their service on the City Commission. 
 
Jeff Weisman, City resident, expressed concern about the lack of 
adequate lighting downtown, especially on Rose Street between 
Kalamazoo Avenue and South Street.  Mr. Weisman asked the 
Commission to form a Committee to address sidewalk lighting. 
 
Iris Potter, City resident, read a letter from Michigan Safe Energy 
Future regarding Palisades Nuclear Power Plant.  A copy of the 
letter was filed with the papers for this meeting. 
 
Frank Warren, City resident, spoke about the need for taxi cabs in 
the City to have meters, the new veterans’ memorial in Riverview 
Cemetery, and Veterans Day ceremonies at Fort Custer National 
Cemetery.  
 
Dave Carrell, non-resident, expressed concern about the potential 
relocation of the Viet Nam Veterans Memorial in Bronson Park. 
 
James Saur, non-resident, expressed opposition to the relocation 
of the Viet Nam Veterans Memorial in Bronson Park. 
 
Tim Graham, City resident, thanked Commissioners Cinabro and 
Miller for their service on the City Commission.  Mr. Graham spoke 
about the lack of whole systems thinking to solve problems and 
stated Director Lam was on the right path with a holistic approach 
to the City’s strategic vision. 
 
Bruce Brown, non-resident, expressed concerns about the safety 
of Palisades Nuclear Power Plant.  Information provided by Mr. 
Brown was filed with the papers for this meeting. 

 

Citizen Comments 

Resolution 15-42 
Supporting the Local 
Housing Assistance 
Fund Millage Request 
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Matt Lechel, City resident, thanked Commissioners Cinabro and 
Miller for their service on the City Commission. 
 
Kris Mbah, City resident, thanked Commissioners Miller and 
Cinabro for their service.  Mr. Mbah asked the Commission to take 
a stand regarding the Palisades Nuclear Power Plant.  Mr. Mbah 
spoke about the citizen comment sheet idea he had submitted and 
stated the Commission did not realize that its own Purchasing 
Policy was being broken. 
 
Jared Volz, non-resident, thanked the City Commission for its 
work and Commissioners Cinabro and Miller for their service on 
the Commission. 
 
Jon Hoadley, City resident, commended Commissioners Cinabro 
and Miller for their service on the City Commission 
 
Zachary Lassiter, City resident, thanked the City Commission for 
its work. 
 
Mary Balkema, City resident, thanked Commissioners Cinabro 
and Miller for their service on the City Commission and presented 
them with flowers.  

 
Finally, an opportunity was given for miscellaneous comments and 
concerns of City Commissioners. 
 
At the request of Mayor Hopewell, Public Safety Chief Jeff Hadley 
reported he was on the committee for placing a Lincoln memorial in 
Bronson Park, and the idea of relocating the Viet Nam Memorial to make 
room for a Lincoln memorial had not been discussed.  
 
Commissioner Cunningham announced an upcoming event for the 
Kalamazoo Youth Development Network and offered remarks on the 
service of Commissioners Cinabro and Miller. 
  
Commissioner Urban expressed appreciation for Commissioners Cinabro 
and Miller. 
 
Commissioner Cooney thanked Commissioners Miller and Cinabro for 
their service. 
 
Vice Mayor Anderson offered appreciative remarks to Commissioners 
Cinabro and Miller for their service to the City of Kalamazoo. 
 
Mayor Hopewell stated he would save his remarks about Commissioners 
Miller and Cinabro for the next meeting. 
 
Commissioner Cinabro commented on his years of service to the City and 
thanked his fellow Commissioners, the Commission appointees, and his 
family and friends for their support over the years.  Commissioner 
Cinabro offered well wishes to the new City Commission. 
 
 

Commissioner 
Comments 

Citizen Comments 
(cont’d) 



REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING OF OCTOBER 19, 2015 
 

Page 187

Commissioner Miller expressed condolences to the family of Jim 
Miyagawa, who had passed away recently.  Commissioner Miller thanked 
her family and campaigners for their support over the years and her dad 
for inspiring her to public service.  Commissioner Miller expressed 
appreciation to City employees and the Commission appointees.  
Commissioner Miller stated she was proud of the creation of an ethics 
policy for the City Commission, and she urged the next City Commission 
to wear that title with both pride and humility. 
 
Prior to adjournment, the City Commission viewed the Rhino Media video 
entitled The Good Cop, which featured interviews with Kalamazoo Public 
Safety Officers about their day-to-day experiences.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Scott A. Borling 
City Clerk 
 
For City Commission approval on November 9, 2015 
 
 
 
Approved by: ___________________________ 
  Bobby J. Hopewell, Mayor 
  Dated: November 9, 2015 
  

Adjournment 
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Commission
Agenda Report
C i t y  of  K a l a m a z o o

TO: Mayor Hopewell, Vice Mayor Anderson, and City Commissioners

FROM: Scott A. Borling, City Clerk

DATE: 11/6/2015

SUBJECT: Receipt of the Board of Canvassers' Report

RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the City Commission receive the Report from the Board of Canvassers for the Municipal
Election held on Tuesday, November 3, 2015.

ATTACHMENTS:
Type Description
Report Report of the Board of Canvassers for the Election Held on November 3, 2015
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